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Christmas Cheer
What’s happening over the holiday period
There are lots of events lined up for the whole 
community over the festive period. Everyone 
is not only welcome but positively encouraged 
to attend at least one (if not all!) of the 
following events.

Craft, Coffee, Art & Croissants
Local makers fix your present problems! 
10.30am - 4pm, Sat 14th December
The Golden Ball. See inside for more details

A Reet Yorkshire Mixture: 
Art Exhibition Launch

York artists display their fine new works 
7.30pm - 9pm, Sat 14th December
The Golden Ball. See inside for more details

Piano Concert: Jacob Stevenson-Adcock
the amazing Pianist/Composer performs a 
fundraiser for The Goa Anglican Centre’s 
volunteer bursary scheme.
6.30pm, Sat 14th Dec
St Mary’s Church 

Gathering in the Garden
The quarterly neighbourly get together in the 
community garden. It’s the winter one so bring 
seasonal food, wine or cider to mull and tea 
lights to pick out the church footprint. We’ll 
burn off the dead wood, fallen from the trees, 
to keep us all warm.
5.30pm - 7pm, Sat 21st Dec
Community Garden

Service of the longest night
Church service for those who have 
experienced loss, particularly recently.
7.30pm, Sun 22nd Dec
St Mary’s Church - see inside for details

Kids Christmas Party
with storytelling, arts and crafts
2pm - 4pm, Mon 23rd Dec 
Golden Ball 

Bishophill Carols
Come carolling in the streets as we wend 
our way from Oliver House through the 
neighbourhood ending up at the Golden Ball.
Traditional carols sung and all proceeds go to 
charity. Join in with one of the highlights of the 
Bishophill year.
7pm - 8.30pm, Mon 23rd Dec
Oliver House - corner of Priory St/Bishophill Junior

Boxing Day Brass Band
Sooth away any excess to the sound of the 
Brass Band. 
Golden Ball 9pm
And in the Community Garden first if possible

BISHOPHILL RESIDENTS 
COMMUNITY MEETING

7pm Monday 16th December
The Golden Ball

People of Bishophill, we have much to discuss!
For example:
• the future of the community garden
• the gatherings, summer fetes etc
• ideas to improve living here - play streets, 

window boxes, etc.
• anything else you want to raise!
Come and get to know your neighbours better 
over an informal chat in the pub. 



Do you remember the bookies 
opposite St. Mary’s? 
by Will Swales

This photograph was taken in 1978 
when the shop at 10 Bishophill 
Junior was temporarily closed but 
probably looked exactly has it had 
done when it was trading in the 1960s 
and 70s as Strakes Bookmakers.  In 
those days, off course bookmakers 
were not allowed to advertise in any 
way, and so their shops had to have 
blanked out windows and no signs.

Someone who remembers a previous 
incarnation of the shop, in the 1950s, 
has said that it was then a general store, 
which was probably what it had been since 
it was built, in or just before 1888.  That was 
when the houses on this part of Bishophill 
Junior were completed, on the site of an old 
Georgian mansion that was once the home 
of a gentleman lawyer called Henry Smales 
(1793-1863).  The living accommodation for 
the shop was above and behind the retail 
space, and had a separate entrance and 
separate address around the corner at 19 
Smales Street, otherwise known as Church 
View.

In 1979, no. 10 Bishophill Junior was opened 
as a bicycle shop by Dave Byworth, who kindly 
supplied this photograph.  It traded as Dave 
Byworth Cycle Sport until 1981.   Shortly 
afterwards new owners incorporated the shop 
into the adjoining living space and converted 
the whole lot into two flats.  They removed 
the shop frontage, including the doorway, 
and rebuilt that side of the property with a 
new wall containing two house windows.  The 
current owners, Carole and Will, converted the 
property into a single house in 2008, and now 
have their living room in the old shop.

to the 1900s.
It is hoped that further pensioner get togethers 
will be held next year, some involving a history 
talk, but with time to chat to others from the area.
If you are interested in receiving information of 
future events phone Colin on  610679 or email 
bishophill@gmx.co.uk  It is hoped that it may 
be possible to offer transport for any pensioners 
unable to make their own way to the pub.
Anyone willing to assist in transport should also 
contact Colin.

SOCIAL EVENT FOR PENSIONERS 
AT THE GOLDEN BALL

The Golden Ball held a Pensioners Party 
afternoon in July with Local History as the main 
theme. Those attending packed the main bar area 
and had the chance to travel back in time.  
Beer & Wine was on sale at £1 with free tea & 
coffee thanks to the pub & community. The  
Local history group presented a talk covering 
Bishophill history from the middle-ages through 

The Bishophill Local History Group meet at The Golden Ball the first  Monday of each 
month at 7.30pm. It’s very informal and everyone is welcome.



‘A Reet Yorkshire Mixture’ 
Local Artists on Display
Golden Ball Art Space is a newly launched 
community exhibition space that aims to 
encourage adult creativity.

Last month a loose collective of local artists Open 
Art Surgery kicked off with a well received show 
featuring ten local artists - and work sold quickly.

On the 14th December they bring you a variety of 
York’s emerging and established artists. 

Starting off with a day time treat of local makers 
and artists showcasing their work at ‘Coffee, 
crafts, art and croissants’  from 10.30am - 4pm, 
expect to see Blue bird bakery and the tasty 
Sugar Fox bakes as well as some wonderful 
artists and a local author Mij Kelly .

That will lead on to the 2nd Golden Ball art 
exhibition A REET YORKSHIRE MIXTURE from 
730pm - 9pm. Grab gifts of amazing art for your 
loved ones in time for Crimbo with 10% of all art 
sold going to the Philippines relief.
Hope to see you there.

This is an ongoing project.  If you would like 
to submit work to future events please contact 
Charlotte on kiabranch23@yahoo.co.uk

St Mary’s & St. Clement’s 
December Services

Thu 12 6.00pm Barstow House Carol Service
Tue 17 7.30pm St Clement’s Carol Service
Fri 20.30pm St Mary’s Carol Service
Sun 22 7.30pm St Mary’s - the Service of the 
Longest Night - see below 
Christmas Eve 6.00pm St Clement’s - 
Blessing of the Crib
Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Mass (both 
churches)
Christmas Day 10.00am St Clement’s - Family 
Communion

The Service of the Longest Night
Christmas can be a difficult time for those of us 
who have experienced loss, particularly recently.
In this service, held on the longest night of the 
year, we remember that the Christ-child was 

born into a world 
of sorrow and 
suffering, a world 
that ached for 
redemption and 
salvation, a world 
that desperately 
needed the hope 
only he could 
bring.
Join us for a time of acknowledging heartbreak 
and anticipating healing, the kind of healing we 
find in the love of God, the love born on Christmas 
day, the love with us and for us everyday.

Bishophill News
If you have anything to contribute to the news 
letter please contact Pete Kilbane on 610679 or 
email bishophill@gmx.co.uk. It could be an item 
or the offer of your desk top publishing skills!



the Christmas spirit. Ho, ho, ho!
Wednesday 25th Christmas Day 
opening hours are 12-4, so come along for a 
family drink before your Christmas dinner! 
Thursday 26th Boxing Day 
Early Opening at 4pm and Brass Band at 9pm to 
sooth away any excess
Friday 27th & Saturday 28th 
Christmas party weekend with crackers and 
mince pies!
Tuesday 31st New Year’s Eve 4pm til late
Party! Party! Party! Stew and dumplings, party 
poppers and big screen countdown. Snowballs 
and Babycham at the bar!
Wednesday 1st January 
Start as you mean to go on, join us for the first 
pint of 2014!

Events through the festive period

Thursday 12th 9pm 
Live guitar music from Joe Below
Saturday 14th
10.30 - 4pm Craft, Coffee, art & Croissants 
7.30pm Open Art Surgery Exhibition Launch
Monday 16th 8.30pm
Open Mic Night, sing, dance, juggle, poetry and 
spoken word!
Tuesday 17th 9pm 
Quiz night hosted by the lovely Jack Weatherall
Thursday 19th 9pm 
Live blues rock from the excellent Jaybirds
Saturday/Sunday  21st & 22nd from 12 noon 
Winter Solstice Golden Ball Beer Festival 
Monday 23rd 
2pm Kids Christmas Party with storytelling, arts, 
crafts and lots of fun.
8.30pm Open Mic Christmas Special – Christmas 
classics, own material performances as usual 
and carol singing too!
Tuesday 24th 
Community Christmas Eve Party! Beer humbug? 
Mince pies and music should get everyone into 

Have yourself a Community 
Christmas in the Golden Ball

Bishophill: York Appraisal and Renewal
This 1974 report by George Pace, was 
important in encouraging the renewal of 
Bishophill as an inner-city residential area. 
Published by York 
Civic Trust it led to 
the establishment of 
a conservation area 
and a subsequent 50% increase in the number 
of homes.
Bishophill Action Group has copies of the original 
publication, available at a modest £5 from John 
Pearson, 8 Newton Terrace, telephone 628711. 
All proceeds to BAG. 


